BIRMINGHAM BOWL
BOSTON COLLEGE VS CINCINNATI

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. -- Desmond Ridder and No.
much happier ending to their season.

23 Cincinnati wrote a

Ridder ran for 105 yards and three touchdowns and threw a scoring
pass to lead No. 23 Cincinnati to a 38-6 victory over Boston Col-
lege on Thursday in the lightning-delayed Birmingham Bowl.

It was a cathartic win for a team coming off back-to-back losses
to No. 15 Memphis, including in the American Athletic Conference
championship game.

“I don’'t know if you guys ever lost a conference championship, but
that’s not a good taste,” said Ridder, who missed the regular-sea-
son finale with a sore throwing shoulder. “If we had lost today,
three losses in the end, that’s not a good taste for anyone.”

They didn’t have to worry about that possibility for long, dom-
inating after the delay of about 1 1/2 hours midway through the
first quarter.

The Bearcats (11-3) reached 11 wins for the second straight season
and fourth in program history.

“There was a bad taste in our mouth,” Cincinnati coach Luke Fick-
ell said. “And kind of the way the night went with the weather and
things like that, and the delay. There was some talk about, ~Hey,
this thing might not get off.’

“There was no way that I was going to leave Birmingham without
those seniors and those guys in that locker room having an oppor-
tunity to go out there and put their hard work on display for one
another. If we had to stay here “til midnight, we would have stayed
here “til midnight because those guys deserved that.”

The Eagles (6-7) were outgained 459-164 in total yards to finish
a turbulent postseason. Coach Steve Addazio was fired after seven
seasons and star tailback A.J. Dillon declared for the NFL draft
and skipped the bowl game.

Dillon was clearly missed. Wide receivers coach Rich Gunnell led
the team through the bowl game, while newly hired Jeff Hafley was
on hand as a spectator after finishing his duties as Ohio State’s
co-defensive coordinator.

“We just didn’t come out and play well,” Gunnell said. “We got our
butts kicked.”

Boston College got its only points on special teams. Mike Palmer
blocked a field goal and Brandon Sebastian scooped it up and re-
turned it 67 yards in the third quarter.

Ridder had two 13-yard scoring runs and a l4-yarder, setting a
Cincinnati bowl record for rushing and total TDs. He had 21 car-
ries and also passed for 95 yards with an 8-yard score to Malick
Mbodj before leaving the game early in the fourth quarter.

Michael Warren Jr. also had 105 yards on 21 carries.
THE TAKEAWAY

Boston College: Couldn’t generate any consistent offense and
clearly missed Dillon. Other than two big plays in the first half,
the Eagles produced just 32 yards on 27 plays. David Bailey gained
28 yards on eight carries in Dillon’s place.

Cincinnati: Was dominant on both sides of the ball. The program’s
only other 1l-win seasons came under Brian Kelly in 2008 and 2009.
The defense set up a touchdown with Ethan Tucky’s forced fumble.

DEJA VU

The weather delay likely brought back some memories for Boston
College fans and players. They were part of a bowl game in Dallas
last year that was canceled after a delay of similar length, also
in the first quarter and also against a No. 23-ranked team, Boise
State.

“In our guys’ minds, the coaches’ minds, we’re like, “Here we go
again,” Gunnell said. “It’s literally lightning strikes twice in
the same place. It’s weird how it all worked out.”

BAD WAY TO GO

It wasn’t how Boston College seniors like wide receiver Ben Glines
wanted to end their college careers. “It’s tough to go out like
this,” Glines said. “It stings. It’ll sting until the next time I
step on the football field.”
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Scoring Summary
FIRST QUARTER
CIN TD 1:26

~Now

Desmond Ridder 13 Yd Run (Sam Crosa Kick)

10 plays, 79 yards, 3:45
SECOND QUARTER

CIN FG 8:20

Sam Crosa 32 Yd Field Goal

16 plays, 63 yards, 6:31

CIN TD 7:05

Desmond Ridder 14 Yd Run (Sam Crosa Kick)

1 play, 19 yards, 0:06
THIRD QUARTER

CIN TD 9:02

Malick Mbodj 8 Yd pass from Desmond Ridder (Sam Crosa Kick)
0

12 plays, 5:58

BC TD 4:56

75 yards,

Brandon Sebastian 58 Yd Return of Blocked Field Goal (Two-Point Pass

Conversion Failed)
8 plays, 42 yards,
FOURTH QUARTER
CIN TD 13:06

2:59

Desmond Ridder 13 Yd Run (Sam Crosa Kick)

12 plays, 65 yards, 6:50

CIN TD 0:39

Ryan Montgomery 1 Yd Run (Sam Crosa Kick)

12 plays, 63 yards, 5:13
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Individual Stats
RUSHING

BC R
David Bailey

Pat Garwo III
Travis Levy

Ben Glines

Dennis Grosel

Zay Flowers

CIN

Desmond Ridder
Michael Warren II
Ryan Montgomery
Tre Tucker
Gerrid Doaks
Rashad Medaris
Ben Bryant
PASSING

BC Comp
Dennis Grosel 8
Matt Valecce 0
CIN Comp
Desmond Ridder 14
Ben Bryant 3
RECEIVING

BC R
Hunter Long

Kobay White

Pat Garwo III

Travis Levy

David Bailey

CIN R
Jayshon Jackson

Alec Pierce

Malick Mbodj

Josiah Deguara

Trent Cloud

Wyatt Fischer

Myjai Sanders

Thomas Geddis

Michael Warren II
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